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[Abstract]

Korean Church Ecosystem and Missional Church Planting

Hyun Phyo Yang
(Chongshin University, Associate Professor, Practical Theology)

In this article concerning church planting, the author argues
that church planting efforts are still essential to and remain justified
for the kingdom of God. At the same time, church planting should
always be done along principles and with methods that are
appropriate for the context of the plant. To illustrate this point,
the author analyzes the Korean church with respect to its “church
ecosystem” (“‘context”) and draws out the principles that are
appropriate to that context. This type of church planting can be
called “missional church planting.” The author goes on to argue
that missional church planting is akin to “apostolic church
planting,” reflecting the principles and methods used by the
apostles in the 1st century, and proposes that this alternative be
the route to the revival of the Korean church in the 21st century.

To make this argument, the author first briefly defines church
planting and then argues for its necessity and justification biblically,
ecologically (contextually), and pastorally. In this light, the Korean
church context is characterized by @ churches in non-Christian
countries, @ churches in post-modern era, ® churches that have
lost influence and authority, @ churches in the post-Christian era
(post-revival era), ® churches in the post-COVID-19 era, and ®
churches in a polarized and aging society.

The church planting that this context calls for is “missional
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church planting,” which is characterized by @ a focus on building
up people, not property; @ a reliance on evangelism, not programs
or church-attraction activities; ®a bigger picture focus on
expanding the kingdom of God, not any individual church's
enlargement; @the establishment and proliferation of locally
contextualized churches, not national churches (megachurches);
and ® intentional strategies to develop and sustain church planters,

not ‘leaving it up to God.”

Key Words: church planting, church planting definition, necessity of church
planting, Korean church ecosystem, missional church planting,
apostolic church planting



